
Valley Forge Elementary School 

PTO General Meeting 

Large Group Room, VFES 

Minutes: Friday, January 6, 2023 

Attendees: Becky Wills, Lauren Rudolf, Brookie White, Tola Jordan, Aimee Stabley, Jen Sirover, Amanda 

Mlinar, Kim Aquilante, Jane Fulton, Sarah Snyder, Shannon Khalgolz, Margaux Kline, Alexis DiLullo, and 

Jackie Bannister. 

Principal Report 

Mrs. Wills started off the meeting by commenting on a successful first week back after the holidays. 

Classes that missed their holiday parties due to the snow day had a chance to make that up this week 

and it was a nice treat for the new year.  She also appreciated the willingness of the PTO to reschedule 

the teachers luncheon. She went on to highlight events that occurred at school just before the break: 

the school held an hour of code in December; the snow ball was a success, Winter Rec, which is 

sponsored through the Township, commenced; and finally, the very successful VFES winter concert. Mrs. 

Wills also thanked parents for their tireless efforts in supporting the kids by getting them to and from 

rehearsals. She talked about Mini-thon which was being held today (see comments in issue 8 of the 

newsletter). Other events we are looking forward to in the early part of the year are Access testing for 

English Language learners to assess progress and allocation of resources, the Chinese Round Robin for 

second grade, and Winter clubs.  The Helper Bags Collection, the service project typically held in January 

to coincide with MLK day, will now be held in February or March as the organization in charge reported 

that they are at capacity and can’t store any more items. They are able to collect winter accessories for 

kids, however, the consensus was that the food donations worked better as a school project since the 

kids could play a more active role in the preparation of these bags, as well as in preparing the cards to 

accompany them. This will therefore be held at a later date. Art goes to school will be held in February, 

the older grades will have a visiting author, Nathan Hale, and the school will observe Black History 

Month in February. Tola J asked whether the fourth graders will have a field trip this year and Mrs. Wills 

confirmed that all field trips are back on and the fourth graders will have a chance to do the Historic 

Tour of Philadelphia.  

President Report 

Lauren and Brookie added that the Souper Bowl for teachers will resume after being suspended due to 

the pandemic. The date is February 10 and there will be a sign-up for those who are able to contribute a 

hot meal for the teachers.  

Notable Dates 

o January 10 – Teacher’s Winter Luncheon 

 February 

o February 10 - PTO Meeting, 9:30 am  

o February 10 – Souper Bowl for the staff, LGR, 11:30-1 pm 

o February 24 – Bag Bingo, TBD 
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Fundraising 

 Bag Bingo: Amanda M and Aimee S updated the group. The plan is to have this at St. Isaac’s 

Church due to the convenient location, larger space and the fact that they provide furniture. 

There was a lot of discussion as to the best date for this to be held due to multiple obligations 

and other athletic events, and the team will get back with the possible options. The goal is to 

have 200 people and the team has already secured 6 great bags. However, they would like to 

reduce costs by soliciting donations and they asked that all board members reach out to a few 

organizations for this. It was suggested that the PTO advertise to the school community as well.  

 Pint Cards: the PTO has sold 75 of the 500 cards on hand, and Amanda suggested pushing the 

sale again for each of the upcoming holidays as well as having it as a permanent feature  in the 

newsletter and on social media. 

Volunteers 

Lauren and Brookie asked that board members who won’t be returning for the next academic 

year inform them and write a blurb detailing the duties of their position.  

Treasurer 

 The presidents proposed an increase to the amount allocated to the library each year, as the 

current amount of $1000 was determined years ago and is inadequate by today’s population 

and needs. All consented. The President will reach out to Mr. Wong to determine an appropriate 

amount.  

 Similar to the library, the art teacher Ms. Sims has requested assistance with creating two more 

murals and bringing in a visiting artist. She is in negotiations with veteran artist, Dane Tilghman. 

She estimates that these would cost somewhere in the neighborhood of $800 to $1000, and 

Lauren proposed having a set budget for the Art Teacher as well. All agreed.  

Diversity and Inclusion 

Shannon recapped the events at the last DEI meeting, which reinforced the need for community, 

tolerance and acceptance.  

Clubs 

Jen S introduced Sarah Snyder (present) and Sara McMaster who will be taking over as Co VPs of Clubs 

when Jen moves on after this year. They discussed the offerings for the next session, which will be 

advertised in the newsletter going out on Sunday. Registration will be on Wednesday, January 11. 
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Cultural Arts 

The Second Grade Chinese Round Robin will be held on January 11 and it is led by Ashley Frost. They will 

need volunteers to run this event and it was suggested that the PTO liaise with the second grade 

teachers to set up a sign up.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


